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place on fire in 2013, that that was 
what it was going to produce and that 
the exact same thing would happen on 
the legislative calendar with the sup-
posed one-time carve-out for the legis-
lative filibuster. 

Let’s remember what this institution 
is for. What the Senate is supposed to 
be about is we are supposed to be the 
one part of Congress and the one part 
of the American Government that 
thinks beyond a 24-month window. It is 
the job of the people who serve in this 
body—only 100 people right now and 
only, I think, 2,100 people across 230- 
some years of U.S. history. Only 2,000 
people have had the honor of serving 
our States in this body. It is supposed 
to be our job to take the long-term 
view, not just 24 hours of Twitter. We 
are supposed to think beyond the 24 
months of the next election. That is 
what our job is supposed to be. 

There are a lot of people around this 
place who apparently can’t think be-
yond 24 hours right now. That is their 
right, but they shouldn’t be Senators 
because the purpose of this place is 
supposed to be to take a long-term 
view. 

Some of my colleagues are convinced 
that Americans are polarized because 
Congress doesn’t act more or faster, 
and they think that the solution is, 
supposedly, to eliminate the filibuster. 
They are kidding themselves. That 
would not extinguish the fires of red- 
hot tribalism in this country. It would 
throw gasoline on them. Addressing 
the real tribal disease in America re-
quires a Senate that becomes less trib-
al, not more tribal. 

Senator SINEMA’s speech should be 
commended to every Member of this 
body to go back and read. She said 
there are two fundamental questions 
before us today. One is, Where does the 
descent into tribalism in this institu-
tion ultimately land? And what can 
each of us do to stop that? 

Those are the two big questions that 
she said should be before us today. 

Getting rid of the filibuster means 
this: It means that you turn one razor- 
thin majority imposing its will on the 
American people and on legislation 
into a pendulum-swinging, another 
razor-thin majority, 24 months later, 
that sweeps all of that aside and jerks 
the American people around to the op-
posite legislation of what was just 
passed 50–50—51–50 in today’s Senate. 
And all of it flips 11 months from now, 
and the legislation all gets undone, and 
new legislation gets put in place. 

Do you really think regular folks in 
New Jersey and Nebraska want that? 
Hardly any of them want that. 

Imagine what the current situation 
would look like if you have that feder-
ally imposed whiplash on our most sen-
sitive issues inside every 24 months. We 
think tribalism is bad now. I guarantee 
you can make it worse. And elimi-
nating the filibuster accelerates that 
descent into tribalism. 

There is a place, of course, where 
simple majorities rule. It is right down 

that hallway. We have a House of Rep-
resentatives already. Does anybody 
want to make the argument that that 
place is healthier than we are because 
it is a simple majoritarian body? No, it 
is plain to see, in an age of 
hyperpartisanship and social media 
grandstanding, that the House is being 
more and more ruled by demagogues 
and dolts. That is not what the Senate 
is called to do. 

The Senate is supposed to be a dif-
ferent place. The Senate is supposed to 
be the place where passions are tem-
pered and refined by people who are re-
sponsible for thinking beyond our next 
election, which is why every election 
cycle in America only has one-third of 
Senators even up for reelection. That is 
the whole reason we have 6-year terms. 
If I had my will, I could be King for a 
day and write some constitutional 
amendments and pass them. I would 
have a single 12-year Senate term, and 
everybody would be out of here. It is a 
little bit longer than 6 years, but one 
term, no reelection, and get back to 
life, go back to serving in your commu-
nity. 

If you get rid of the filibuster, you 
will turn the Senate into the House, 
and you will ensure that this body, too, 
ends up consumed by demagogues, 
conspiracists, and clowns. That is what 
will happen in this body. The American 
people don’t have time for that crap. 
Nobody wants that. 

Americans don’t want one-party rule, 
by the Democrats or by the Repub-
licans. Both of these parties are really 
crappy. The American people are not 
fans of these political parties. 

Getting rid of the filibuster means 
you don’t have to try to talk to people 
on the other side of the aisle and get to 
a 60-vote threshold for legislation or a 
67-vote threshold for rules changes. It 
means that one of these two terrible 
parties gets to do a lot more stuff a lot 
faster that will inevitably be incred-
ibly unpopular with the American peo-
ple. 

The American people do not want 
revolution. They do not want funda-
mental change. What they want is 
competence. What they want is more 
honesty. What they want is less 
performative grandstanding. 

Institutions like the Senate provide 
frameworks and processes for com-
petent, responsible self-government, 
for more honesty. We are not living up 
to it right now, but we could live down 
to something worse, and ending the fil-
ibuster would accelerate that. It would 
accelerate tribalism. It would accel-
erate people following Senators into 
bathrooms, screaming at them, trying 
to bully them. It will not lead to more 
productive, compromise legislation 
that tries to bring along a larger share 
of the American public. 

The rules and the norms of this place 
have been built up over a very long 
time, and they exist to discourage dem-
agoguery. Putting cameras in every 
room we are in around here tries to un-
dermine so much of what the Senate is 

about. I am for lots of transparency. I 
am for pen-and-pad reporters every-
where. But the cameras we have put in 
this place have encouraged so much 
demagoguery. That is so much of the 
problem of why we have so much trib-
alism here and tribalism more broadly 
in the country. 

And if you eliminate the filibuster, 
you accelerate all those most destruc-
tive, short-term performative trends. 
You encourage more rank partisanship, 
and you discourage consensus, com-
promise, and collaboration. 

Friends, please do not—like the 
President did in Georgia this week— 
surrender to the angriest voices on so-
cial media in the mistaken belief that 
they reflect the majority of America. 
They don’t. They reflect the majority 
of Twitter. 

Political Twitter is like the ninth 
most popular topic on Twitter. K-pop 
music is exponentially more popular on 
Twitter than politics. The share of 
Americans paying attention to polit-
ical Twitter bounces around between 
one-tenth and one-sixth. And some-
thing like 80 percent of all political 
tweets come from under 2 percent of 
the public. We should remind ourselves 
of that again, and again, and again, be-
cause there are people here who regu-
larly mistake Twitter with reality and 
with the American public. We are 
called to serve the American public. 
We are not called to serve rage-ad-
dicted people on social media. 

Now, perhaps more than ever, it is 
our job to stop giving ear to political 
arsonists who would burn down our in-
stitutions and intensify our divisions. 
Now is the time for us to think to-
gether over the long-term how we 
renew those institutions. 

The filibuster is a part of what can 
lead us to broader consensus, and 
eliminating the filibuster will accel-
erate the political arson around this 
place and across our land. 

Senate, we can do better. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:21 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. DURBIN). 

f 

PROTECTING EUROPE’S ENERGY 
SECURITY IMPLEMENTATION 
ACT—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

S. 3436 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, in a few 

minutes, the Senate is going to take a 
vote of incalculable importance to our 
national security, to the future of our 
allies in Europe, and to the very exist-
ence of the nation of Ukraine. 

Right now, Vladimir Putin has as-
sembled over 100,000 troops on the bor-
der of Ukraine. More troops and more 
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